Vacuolated cell mesothelioma of the pericardium resembling liposarcoma: a case report.
We report a case of localized pericardial mesothelioma with unusual histological features in a 44-year-old woman. Her radiological imagings showed an 11-cm pericardial tumor, between the heart and aortic arch. Microscopically, the tumor was predominantly composed of vacuolated cells and vaguely reminiscent of well differentiated "lipoma-like" liposarcoma, but only small foci of the tumor showed the papillotubular configuration. Histochemically, the tumor cells contained hyaluronic acid in the vacuoles but no lipids. Immunohistochemically, they showed immunoreactivity for cytokeratin, calretinin, vimentin, and epithelial membrane antigen. Ultrastructural study showed that the vacuoles of the tumor cells were intracytoplasmic lumina. The intracytoplasmic lumina and the surface membranes of the tumor cells had many long and slender microvilli with focal bush-like appearance. Desmosomes between adjacent cells were occasionally observed. To our knowledge, this is the first case report of epithelial type mesothelioma predominantly composed of vacuolated tumor cells, microscopically mimicking liposarcoma.